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Womonspace is a social. recreational and educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. Womonspace was formed a number of years 
ago by a few womyn who saw a need for the lesbian community of Edmonton. Part 
of the vision of the original founding members was to form an alternative to the 
gay bars and clubs. Out of this vision evolved our monthly dances, the newsletter 
and our Thursday night drop-ins. The members of Womonspace have asked for 
and organized workshops of interest to lesbians; car rallies, ski trips, camping trips 
and a library geared for us. Womonspace has provided a more creative 
environment for the womyn to get together and for them to learn to work together 
and support each other. Every single activity is done by volunteers. The drop-ins 
are hosted by volunteers and everyone who works at our dances is a volunteer. 
OUR society, OUR organization. It's whatever we want to put into it. It's womyn 
supporting womyn, taking care of each other and ourselves, creating a better 
environment for our sisters coming out behind us. 


Our address is Basement, 9930 - 106 Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If you 
have any questions or comments, please give us a call. We would like to hear from 
you! 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social, Recreational 
and Educational Society of Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit organization 
for lesbians in Edmonton and surrounding areas. 


Please note that in order to respect the confidentiality of some individuals and/or 
groups, this newsletter will not be publishing last names or complete names, 
depending on the situations. 


Members who have lost their membership cards, please get in touch with our 
membership director Sandi at 424-4978. Also members, when you are moving, drop 
us a line with your new address so you don't miss a newsletter! 


And to those of you who have Womonspace Library books, lets return them at the 
next drop-in or meeting. Or at least leave a message on our machine of their where 
abouts! 


Womonspace General Meeting - 
November 14, 1989 


1. Moves that we adopt the audited report for the year ending June, 1987. 


2. Moves that we adopt the Audited Financial Statements for the year ending June, 
1989. 
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Moves that we pay A.G. and S.I. the additional amount for the re-construction 
of the financial records for the years ending June, 1987 and June, 1989, in the 
amount of $250.00. 


Moves that GALOC co-sponsor March 90 dance and MCC co-sponsor April 90 
dance. 


Moves that members get in free, non-members pay $4.00 (admission), 
decorations budget of $100.00, food budget increase from $300.00 to $400.00 for 
this dance only (December 17, 1989). 


Moves that membership cards be shown at dances at the door, starting January, 
1990 and that this be advertised in the newsletter. 


Moves that we (post haste) have contracts signed for the disc jockeys for the 1990 
year at the same rate of pay. 


Moves that Womonspace purchase a used, fireproof, legal size, 4 - drawer filing 
cabinet for not more than $500.00. 


Moves that; a) Activities in which the entering of people can be monitored shall 
be booked under Womonspace as a lesbian organization. b) Activities in which 
the general public are welcomed at the same time, shall be booked under 
Womonspace as a womyn's recreational organization. 


Moves that we hold the Womyn and Children's Christmas Party on Friday, 
December 22, as a pot-luck and have a budget of $150.00 


Churches That Are Lesbian Supportive 


* 


AFFIRM: Lesbians and gays in the United Church. Phone Barry at 432-7608. 


DIGNITY: Lesbians and gays in the Catholic Church. Box 53, Edmonton, 
T5J 2G9. Phone Barry at 469-4286. 


FRIENDS OF AFFIRM: Friends of gays and lesbians in the United Church. 
Phone Barry at 432-7608. 


INTEGRITY: Group for lesbians/gays in the Anglican Church. Phone John at 
425-9017. 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED: Group for lesbians and gays in the Lutheran faith. 
Call Ernie at 452-6016. 


3. 


* METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH EDMONTON (MCC): Non- 
denominational group for lesbians/ gays to worship in, Sundays at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Unitarian Church, 12530 - 110 Avenue. Phone 438-5168. 


Other Groups in the Edmonton Area 


* CELEBRATION '90 - TEAM EDMONTON: Working towards the Gay Games III 
and Cultural Festival. Call Kim at 434-4906 or Gail at 434-7979. 


* GAYS AND LESBIANS AWARENESS (GALA) - CIVIL RIGHTS COMMITTEE: 
Gays/lesbians working to obtain civil rights. Box 53, Edmonton, T5J 2G9. Liz at 
489-7998 or Barry at 469-4286. 


* GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF EDMONTON: Drop-in centre, 
peer counselling and speakers bureau at 9917 - 112 Street, Box 1852, T5J 2P2. 
Phone 488-3234. 


* GAY AND LESBIAN INFORMATION SERVICES OF EDMONTON: Computer 
bulletin board system, information services to gay/lesbian community. Phone 
488-2711 (8:00 a.m. - Midnight, daily). 


* GAY AND LESBIAN YOUTH GROUP: For gay/lesbian youth, 16-25. Saturdays 
7:00 -8:00 p.m., Basement ,Westwood Unitarian Congregation, 11135 - 65 Ave. 
Mail: c/o Gay and Lesbian Community Centre. Drop-ins, social activities and 
counselling is available. 


* GAYS AND LESBIANS ON CAMPUS (GALOC): For staff and students at the 
University of Alberta, Box 75, Room 0930N, Student's Union Building, 424-5828. 


* GAY FATHERS AND LESBIAN MOTHERS: c/o Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton. 


GAY WIRE: Radio program for lesbian/gay community. News, views and 
entertainment. Thursday evening, 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on CJSR FM 88. 
They also have WOMANWAVE on Tuesdays, 8:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Music 
by, for and about womyn. 


* MANDATE SOBER: For gays and lesbians worried about alcohol abuse. Call 
Bernard at 482-4117. 


* NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS: For gays/lesbians worried about substance abuse. 
Fridays, 8:00 p.m. Call Bob at 475-8157 or Neil at 423-2242. 


* LAMBDA BUSINESS COUNCIL: Contact Tom at 488-9758. Womonspace has a 
copy of their business directory listings in our office. 


* ROOST: 10345 - 104 Street, phone 426-3150. 


* COMMON WOMAN BOOKS - THE RADICAL BOOKSELLER: Extensive 
lesbian/gay section. 10824A Whyte Avenue, 439-2005. 


* GREENWOOD'S BOOKSHOPPE LTD: Excellent gay/lesbian section. 10355 
Whyte Avenue, 439-2005. 


* F. SPEUR BOOKS: Used books with a small lesbian/gay section. 2nd Floor, 
10824A Whyte Avenue, 439-4195. 


* ABACUS BOOKS: Antiquarian Booksellers. 10449 - 124 Street, 488-9758. 


* FRAME OF MIND: Great posters, prints, and custom picture framing. 6150 - 90 
Avenue, Ottewell Shopping Centre, Edmonton. 


By contacting some of the above groups, you may also find out about other groups 
existing in Edmonton which I haven't mentioned. 


Upcoming Events of Interest fo Womyn 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre has Womyn's Night on Wednesdays. There is 
a lesbian counsellor available. This is a drop-in centre with a library and 
information available to look through. On December 16th, they are having a social 
at the centre from 4:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. On December 22nd, at 8 p.m., people are 
meeting at the centre to go out as a group carolling down the streets. Make sure you 
dress warmly! 


Gays and Lesbians on Campus (GALOC) are having a Christmas Social on December 
8th at the Athabasca Hall, Heritage Lounge, starting at 7:00 p.m. Contact Debbie at 
433-4650 for more information. 


SOLSTICE DANCE on Saturday, December 9th, at the Riverdale Community Hall 
(9231 - 100 Avenue), 8:30 p.m. until 1:00 am. Non-alcoholic beverages. $7.00 - 
sliding scale. Edmonton Women's Music Collective. All Womyn are Welcome!! 


Womyn interested in being involved in a Competitive Soccer team (Gay Games). 
Contact Cathy at 466-2194 for more information. The next meeting is at the 
beginning of December | 
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Womonspace Family Christmas Social ... 


on December 22nd, at Basement, 9930 - 106 Street. This is a non-alcohol event and a 
potluck affair. Leave a message on our answering machine with the number 
attending and what you plan on bringing for the potluck. This will help the Social 
Committee in planning of the event. Also remember to bring those guitars because 
there will be song sheets! 


Newsletter Locations 


Abacus Books, 10449 - 124 Street 
Common Woman Books, 8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood's Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
29 17a 1 2 otreet 


The Roost, 10345 - 104 Street 


Women's Resource Centre 
University of Alberta 


Womonspace Office, 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Sappho (7th - 6th century B.C.) 


“Born on the island of Lesbos (hence Lesbian), in Eressos or the capital Mytilene. 
She was married and had a daughter, Kleis, to whom she wrote several poems. 
Other love poems were written to womyn friends...It was common for Greek and 
Latin writers to know the entire canon of Sappho's poems by heart. Her work 
survived and was constantly recopied until nearly A.D. 1000, when a wrathful 
church destroyed whatever it could find. In 1073 her writings were publicly burned 
in Rome and Constantinople by order of Pope Gregory VIII. Most of her poems 
have survived either as fragments in mutilated papyrus, largely found at 
Crocodilopolis in the Fayum in Egypt, or in quotations by ancient writers...Sappho 
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wrote with accuracy, involvement, and jarring detachment about herself, her 
friends, and the politics of tyranny and exile.” 


O Gongyla, my darling rose, 

put on your milk-white gown. I want 
you to come back quickly. For my if a 
desire feeds on ‘ 


your beauty. Each time I see your gown 
I am mad weak and happy. I too 
blamed the Kyprian. Now I pray 
she will not seek 


revenge, but may she soon allow 
you, Gongyla, to come to me 
again: you whom of all women 
I most desire. 


Someone, I tell you, 
will remember us. 


The above on Sappho was reprinted from " A Book of Women Poets from 
Antuquity to Now." Edited by Aliki Barnstone and Willis Barnstone. 


Regular Events 

General Meeting 

The General Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women's Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and 
non-members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is December 12, 1989 and the following on is on January 9, 1990. 
Lesbian Drop-in 

The second Thursday of every month, Womonspace holds a regular meeting from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Women's Building in the main meeting room. Join us 


for a relaxed evening of coffee and conversation. All are welcome! 


The next drop-in is on Thursday, December 14, 1989 and January 11, 1990. 


Te 


Dance Committee Meeting 


If you are interested in getting involved in the planning and running of our 
monthly dances, then please attend our meetings. The next meeting is on December 
7th at 7:30 p.m. in our office. Phone and leave a message on our answering machine 
for our committee to contact you on the next meeting dates. 


Newsletter Committee Meeting 


A newsletter committee s in the process of being set-up and we hope to begin 
regular monthly meetings in the New Year. If you are interested in getting 
involved in any of the various areas (writing, editing, collation, production, 
distribution, etc.), please call Elaine at 455-0885. There are a couple volunteers 
helping this month but more are needed. 


Open Bowling 


Held at Scona Bowl, 10544 - 82 Ave,. from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 
$2.00 per game and the shoes are included. 


PIFTH ANNUAL GALA NEW 
YEAN’S EVE DINNER & DANCE 


THE INN ON 71H, 10001 107 St. 


CASH BAR 7:30 


‘SITDOWN DINNER 8 


Tm 7 
DANCE 9 102. CKETS. $25 


Phone Maureen: 454 - 8031 


Jennifer Berezan 
and Chris Webster 


March 7, 1990 
Centennial Library Theatre 


THE EDMONTON JOURNAL, Saturday, Sept. 17, 1988 


Berezan dazzles 


By ROD CAMPBELL 
Heather Bishop was the main attraction Friday night in SUB 
Theatre but opening act Jennifer Berezan stole the spotlight. 


Berezan delighted the enthusiastic crowd of 500 with a flurry of 
well-crafted folk songs -- mainly dealing with femimist themes — 
and dazzling finger picking. 

Berezan’s voice radiates confidence and control. She has also an 
ear for a beautiful melody. Her good-natured social commentary be- 
tween songs — which included ek is at Brian Mulroney and free 
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trade -- generated roars of approval from the partisan audience. 


Tickets at Common Woman Books, 8724 109 St, 432-9344 
Produced by Revolutionary Happenings. Sound by Nancy Poole. 


WOMONSPACE 
DANCE 


December 16, 1989 
Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street 
8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. 


Admission: 
Members - free 
Non-members - $4.00 


As of January, 1990, all members must show their 
membership card at the door to get the $4.00 admission. 
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